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contact with the road at alltimes

The Cerbera’s basic d

out is therefore simil
already extensively proven at
both ends of the Griffith and
Chimaera and in the racing
Tuscans, Gas-flli Bifstein shock

sbsorbers once agaln ensure

excellent ride quality with the

tamina to maintain control ov
the body atall times, while dual
rate Eibach springs offer compli
ance at low speeds but provide
strength when the driver wants
o exploit the Cerbera’s road:
holding,

A isttones and. dunt rase
springing _demands 2
greater number of components and s refatively expen-

sive to produce. They are also ideally suited for installa-
tion on a backbone chassis. Both are good reasons why

you won't generally find them on mass produced cars
and it s yet further proof of TVR's cammitment to
dynamic excellence

 you have experienced the
degree of precision the layont provides, you won't want
o sette for anything else

N THEROAD
e th Corbers

command of the road is &
treat to be savoured, so let us
take you with us for a drive.

But before we do, take & loak
round the cockpit. Its lig
and airy and the view s good
in all directions, so_parkir

and manoeuvring willbe exsy
when the journey is over
Now, take a moment to under.
stand the special controls
They are as unique and as spe-
jally designed for the pur

pase as those in an aircraft
cockpit, and the new Cerbera
owner will enjoy the fesw min
utes necessary to discover
thelr operation. Your thumbs
will casily find the four but-
tans o the stecring wheel
sehich operate wipe and wash,
hom and headlight dip, while
bencath the steering whecl are
two more. One to start the
engine,the other tostop it

i
at, See how your

omfortable,

ockpit drill complete, Lay bic
gging leather faced se
legs are nicely aligned, straight out to meet the
adjustable pecials - there's no uncomfortable need to
‘berid an ankle, either to push the clutch or squeeze the
brakes. Ensure that the maltple adjustment offercd by
the steering column has neatly positioned the wheel

figure-hu
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knces. Check aut the uninterrupted view
over the bonnet's seductive curves. Take in the clear
View of the instruments through the wheel’s three
leathor coverud spokes. Take a genle grip of the fiem
hick rim with e hand and with the other. press the
fgnition button beneath the wheel and hold it The dis-
plays ahead of you will it up, the needles within the
Specially styled gauges wil lck ovards optinun, and
thestarter motor will ut i ust 3 brie few secunds e,
without your having 1o touch another contrl

T urgeny, nstant rasp ofthe AP beckons Seick the

short aluminium gearknod into the waiting first
ear shot, ease the cluich up, and you're away. You
already know howw fast hisca can go, because you have
e the performance figures, bt you veill be surprised
ow docile the engine fecls. There areno uncomfortable
surges in the engine’s low specd performance - the kind
hich can e to embarraseing moments when trying
toaccelera

on a greasy road - st continual utpoue

in of pover which seems seamlessly 1o grow evor
lacger a5 the achometer winds its way round the dial.
When you lf of the accelerstor and declutch, the revs
e sueay as urgently s they rise, and the shest pleasuane
of snicking the gearlever swiflly sbout s neat and
closely spaced gate will surely bring out the racer in

T wheel's chuky im meanwhile lays obeintly
sl in your hands. The optional power steering,
wais read 0 help you trn a i of wide lowe profile
front tyres, but until you initiate the command,the cac
tracks uncanily straight and trac. White lincs and
hanges in the road surface won'tdeflect the sicering’s
aim, and the Cerbera mainiains a siraght and narrow
ourse on motorway or B-road with equl ease. ust the
merest easing of the rim however, and the nose will
fy mspond. The moverment s immediate and con

Snmpi s bappens withoat o race 6 nee
Vousness. This uncany willingness o attack s corner
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s from the tilis.an deal combination. Such a degree

stability with such electric responses when
them, is perfect endorsement of the igh
ompact mid mounted engine position and th

Suspension layout

cated malti wish

I 1t the rea via double with
ide quality with the kind of trac-

Hion necessary to handle

150 mea

dependent suspensi

large power output, and it

the keen driver cansavour the indeper:

dence of another control - the pedal under the right fool
adjusting the car's atttude thron

delight in any TV, and can be done &

recourse to dramatic and poten

fely without

lly dangerous tai

wagging, Such an option is 1o
driver

available to front whee

T e

both inside an out, and it offes a superb level of equip-

rmidable performer and ye it i
d upon to sespand. It s also stylish

ment. Electric windows, central remotoly operated
microwwave locking and alarm system, tinted glass and a

igh quality radio/cassette player are ail offered as
standard equipment. Air conditioni

available as an
extra along with a range of pearlescent paints, heated

Seats and an ice detector. Pawer steering fs also on the
xtras st but the factory's experience with the Grifith
and Chimaera suggests that many enthusinsts pre
their controls untroubled

he row car would b

Htte stylistic touches which so dist
e TVR's interior. The switches for the electric win.
dows ae fashioned from polished aluminium and sit

ly be complete without the-
guish the m

cither side of the radio, the heater controls are also





image9.jpg




image10.jpg
Cerbera

Specifications
DIMENSIONS

Overall Length 4280 mim
Overall Width 1865 mm
Overal Height 120 mm
Whelbase 2e6mm
Front Track 16 mm
Rear Track 1470 mm
Ground Cloarance 130 mm
Fuel Capacity Slitres
Weight 1H00kg
ENGINE s2tite

Configuration degree VA with aluminium

block andl wet eylinder liners

Capacity 185
Maxrpm 7000

Max power 350 bhp (DIN) at 6500 rprm
Max torque 320t/ at 4500 rpm.
Exhaust Catalytic Converters

Fuel and ignition system. Fully mapped slectronic
engine management with twin three way catalytic ton.
verters and closed loop control srategy

TRANSMISSION

5 speed manual gearbox with hydraulically operated

clutch,

Gear ratios - 164295, 2nd 1.95:1, 3rd 1341, 42h 100
0731

Final drive ratio 3451

Limited slip differential, Hydratrak optional

SUSPENSION
Front - Independent with unequal length fabricated
wishbones, coil springs over gas filled telescopic shock
absorbors with anti roll bar.

Roar - Independent with unequal length fobricated
wishbones, coil springs over gas flled telescopic shock
absorbers with anti ol bar, Canstant velocity sliding
driveshafts.

BRAKING
Front 294 mim ventlated discs
Rear 294 mm ventilated discs
Four piston aluminium  callipers of
front, fwo piston calipers on rear. Se
assistance with separate front and e
circuits. Cable operated drum b
brake operating on roar wheels.

STEERING
Rackaand pinion with adjustable stering
collnn and optional poswer assistance.

WHEELS

Size 75x16in

Construction  six spoke aluminium
alloy

TYRES

Type Bridgestone

Size /45 ZERw) i (front)
/50 ZRs1 i res)

BODY

2door, 4 seat coupe 1id up by hand in glass reinforced
polyester resin. Integral roll ge. Four priming coats
and a minimum of five fop coats of two pack paint
Laminated front windzc:

windows. Fixed o,

e with semi.frameless door

CHASSIS
Jig formed, multctubulae steel frame backbone chassis
with outriggers and roll over protection front and rear
Etch primed and powder costed for corrasion resis-
tan

PERFORMANCE

0-40mph 42 seconds
0-100mph 9% seconds.
Maximum speed  in excess of 160 mph
EQUIPMENT

Electric boot release:

Electric mirrors

Electric windows

Electrically heated roar scrven

Electronic alarm and engine immobliser

Hydratrak limited sip differential

Individual talloring of seats, instruments, dashboard

and interior

Optional power steering

Reclining seats with adjustable head estraints trimmed

in half hide (optional full hide)

Remote cemtzal locking

Stereo radio cassette with twin door speakers and inte-

ral aerial s fitied s standard, uprated systemis ane

available on request

roric ignition with engine start but-
ring whevl

Walnut vencer dashboard
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T\ 185 Cerber represents  frsh and exciting step
forwand in the history of TVR. Named after the
mythicaltheoe hendie dor that geards the gate to
Hades, the Cerbera is a completely new car and like fts
mamesake, can boast thrve major new features. These
make it o vory different TVR indeed. (¢ will be the first
model ever 1 emerge from the Blackpool factory offer
inggmore than two seats. A completely new body clothes
ach r than cither o s sisers - the
Grifith and the Chimacra - and although the new car
sloek lines beas a strong family resemblance t is or-

s, the ool s fxed. This i the first TVR to be built
withotat a removable op since 1989,

e thind and biggest difference s perhaps the most
excitin; of all. This is afte all.a TVR, and Ithad to

ffe tho kind of performance for which the company s

now renowned. Under the Cerbera's long, sculptured
bonnet s TVR's very own, compact, lightscelght, handt
built42 litre VB engine. This dramatic and exclusive
new power unit has been designed without compro-
mise as a thoroughbred racing engine, then refined and
fted for the Cerbera and the public roads. The
moment you press the unique, elecironically activated
x button, and hear the insistent, crisp bark that
s rom the engine’s unusual fring sequence, you
can be i o doubt hatthis engin s something specal.
This i the est of a new breed o TVR, desigoed 100
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space for four together with the traditional TVR
alues of muscular rear-driven performance and
tace bred precision handling,

HE ATP ENGINE

he new engine - named AJP - has been
designed to fulfil a number of specific criterin,
and it is typical of TVR's philosophy that
requitements pay 1o heed to current fashion; TVR
has always preforred to set its own agenda in that
rea, The AJP is an all aluminium 4.2 litre VS with
one overhead camshaft per bank operating just
per cylinder, and it develops 350bp at

500 rpm with 320ib ft of torque at 4500 rpm.
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ALl e o s o ol i
ominated by four v

e valveforthe

erteria, and 3 desire toe
pm. TVRs have aays b

T they close and s

oncer units - bt ater much
st midgange torque had been one of the ariginsl
sepon

performance engine - sspecially I 8 market
nagmometer twsting, TYR decided on

Tumbers could be developed at

ol formula ather tha sigri 5

tsandis  route
1 s sl
ere they

t alvan

o valves con b operated
derably, and the chassisd
he enginesimply v





image4.jpg
tuct i e optimum position. A ok unde the bonnet readily shows how fas ack in the chassis the
ATP i mourted, and this virtal mid-mounting of the engine was deemed exsential for good chassis
Balance. The camshafts ave driven by chains father than bells - another precision refinement and
there is o course mult-point electronic el in

oled tothe adoptio e angle between
11 90. The resuitant complex harmonics of engine

degree angl dictated an uncanventional firing onder, and

ant 10 degree positions n the crankshafts rotation

ifolds on the engine o be easily.

configured such th erh ther, thus helping eficiency and aiding cloan
bmisions, One more unusual by prod o' angle s a crankshaft with al s big end four-
nalk at 180 degrees to each other~ known asa flt plane crank becatse all the bearingsjowrnals i
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the same plane. A straight line can also be drawn
throwgh the centre point o the big end throws for each
bank This o called flat plano crank s stronges, lighter
and more compact, and casier 10 manufacture to strict
tolerances. The AJPs is made from high quatity steel as
are the connecting rods.

he external appearance of the engine is extremely

tiy: The design team were determined 0 avoid the
unsightly and space consuming morass of ancillaries
thatnormally surround a V8, and accordingly,the water
and power seering pumps ar neatly stowed fust sbove
e sumpnd under the cylinder headt's overhan. They
are driven by gears rather than bels. In fact, the only
belt anywhere on the engine is 2 sho, wide item to
drive the alternator yehich is hidden within the veo
between the fuel injection manifolds. A belt was
employed here only because it absorbs any harmonis
pulsing from the generator which could feed through to
e engine's internals, Otherwise,existing service expe-
rience suggested that the elimination of rubber belts
Wwould be a considerable contribution to efiability and
long service

D e AT s thsugha e type i e
clutch - the two plates allowing a smaller diameter
it with more friction area and hence lower pedal pres-
sures -and the compaet dimensions allow it o it within
a small, stiff bellhousing with a concentric slave cylin-
der for the clutch. This lyout i stranger and keeps il
the clutch operating levers inside and protected from
the weather, The gearbo which ransmits the power is
the latest Borg Warner T35 unit and the short and com-
pactengine allows the bos fobe positioned such that the
Bearlever will operate directly,rather than via a inkage.

The benefits in precision are mmediately obvious as
soon as youtake hold of the gearlever.

The AJP power it alone weighs obout the same as
the legendary Cosworth DFY - another engine
designed entirely without compromise, and one which
makes much use of exotic ightweight alloys. This is
comparison of which the designers are extremely
proud. They have continmally sought elegantand if nec
ssary, expensive, mechanical solutions 0 their design
oals, and it s ru fo say that these have been possible
oy because e engine i hand built in rlatively samall
umbers. The TVR owner wil enjoy the benefis of the
kind of design and assembly exclusivity, normally
reserved for the buyers of dedlcated race engines, but
without having 1o pay an oxotic premium fo the privi-
lege. And, thers are additional incidental pleasures for
the owner, ecause the engine’s voice is as differe
its design. Instead of the raditional off-beat rumble of
an American designed V8 theres a crisp and urgent
ek ke  bevy of multcylinder motoreycles revving i
unison,

et prot o th perormnce pddicg is the
performance figures. The best and most musculaz
support for such vocal promise. The compact AJP
povwer unit propels the TV four seatet o 60mph from
restin a shattering 4.2 seconds, and will g0 0n o 10p 160
‘mph where the laws allow, Proo indeod.

THE CERBERA CHASSIS

v engine, designed without compromise and
sehich prodiuces more power than almost anything
‘s s class deserved a chassi to match, and despite
the family resemblance in the Cerbera’s styling, the
steel tube chassis undeeneath is much more than a
stretched Griffuh or Chimaera spaceframe. The
Cerbera's chasss is si inches longer than ts o seat
brothers and its longer and larger dimensions
demanded a different design approach in order to
maintain the stiffness cssential in a high performance
car.1fthe chassis flexes, the mounting points for the
Suspension will move, and carefully designed sus-
pension geometry i immediately compromised.
While the new chassis was at the drawing board
stage, TVR's engineers took full advantage of the
pportunity provided by the fixed roof and builtin
an imtegralrol cage. In addition to the extza rollover
protection,the cage lso provides strong attachment
pointsfor the rear scat bets
TVR's new engine guarantees an exclusive level of
performance, and the suspension and brakes have
been designed to cope with the potential for greater
Speed, and to cope with the extra load carrying
scity TVR believe that double wishbones are st
he best possible way o ensure that the contact patch





